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North-Horr, Marsabit County-Northern Kenya



In the expansive and captivating 
landscapes of Northern Kenya, lies 
Kalacha, a remarkable settlement 
in North Horr, Marsabit County. 
Here, the stark beauty of the 
Chalbi Desert meets the revitalising 
presence of an oasis. Kalacha is 
located in the heartland of the 
Gabra people, and the region is 
characterised by striking contrasts, 
including arid plains and volcanic 
formations, shimmering desert 
horizons and green palm trees, as 
well as ancient traditions and the 
enduring resilience of pastoral life.

Kalacha is more than a destination. 
It serves as a gateway to one 
of Kenya’s most extraordinary 
landscapes, a meeting place of 
people and cultures, and a living 
testament to the close relationship 
between communities and the 
environments that sustain them.

Welcome to 
Kalacha, 
a unique destination where 
the desert meets the oasis, 
and culture is embedded in the 
landscape.



The journey to Kalacha is an 
experience in itself. As you travel 
through Northern Kenya, you will 
encounter a landscape that is 
characterised by a succession of 
remarkable features, including 
rugged mountains, vast open plains, 
dramatic volcanic landscapes, rocky 
outcrops, scattered settlements, 
and expansive horizons that seem to 
stretch endlessly into the distance.

The region’s shifting topography 
offers a window into the forces 

The Enchanting 
Landscape of 
Northern Kenya

of geology, the dynamics of 
climate, and the resilience 
of life in arid settings. The 
volcanic plains and dark lava 
formations provide a dramatic 
backdrop to the sandy tracks 
and open rangelands. Travellers 
will encounter pastoral 
communities whose livestock, 
settlements and movements 
are closely connected to the 
rhythms of the land.
In this instance, the landscape 
is not an empty wilderness. It 
is a living environment shaped 
by generations of knowledge, 
movement, adaptation, and 
cultural relationships. Every 
grazing area, water point 
and familiar landmark is of 
significance to the people who 
call this region home.



The Chalbi Desert: 

The Chalbi Desert is one of the region’s 
most distinctive features. Its name 
conjures up a landscape of extremes, 
where heat, wind, salt, sand and wide-
open skies shape an environment of 
unusual beauty.

Much of the desert is made up of 
a former lake basin, which serves 
as a testament to the dramatic 
environmental changes that have 
occurred over geological time. Its dry 
expanses, salt-encrusted surfaces, 
dunes, and surrounding volcanic 
formations create distinctive scenery 
unparalleled in all of Kenya.

The Chalbi landscape is particularly 
captivating at sunrise and sunset, 
when shifting light transforms the 
desert floor and distant mountains 
into a spectacular palette of colours. 
For photographers, filmmakers, 
nature enthusiasts and adventurous 
travellers, it offers unparalleled 
opportunities to experience and 

document the beauty of an arid 
landscape.

The desert is also part of a wider 
ecological and cultural system. 
The surrounding rangelands, 
seasonal water sources and 
routes through the landscape 
have long been important to 
pastoral communities, whose 
knowledge enables them 
to navigate and live with 
environmental uncertainty.

The Chalbi Desert is closely 
associated with the remarkable 
geography of the Lake Turkana 
region. Lake Turkana, located 
farther west, is the world’s 
largest permanent desert lake. 
The Chalbi itself is an ancient 
lake basin whose geological 
history and surrounding 
landscapes form part of 
Northern Kenya’s extraordinary 
natural heritage.

A Land of Extraordinary Beauty



Muluthe, a natural salt sourced from the 
region, is one of the traditional resources 
associated with the desert. Local 
pastoral knowledge attributes value to 
this salt for its use in livestock keeping, 
including traditional practices associated 
with deworming. On occasion, livestock 
are taken to salt-rich areas for the 
purpose of licking the salt.

These journeys reflect generations 
of knowledge about livestock 
care, mineral sources, 
seasonal conditions, and 
the relationship between 
animals and their 
environment. The 
movement of herds to 
particular locations 
demonstrates 
how pastoralists 
understand and 
navigate the 
landscape, drawing 
on experience 
passed down 
through generations.

The practice also reveals 
an important dimension of 
pastoral life: the landscape 
is not simply a place where 
livestock graze. It provides 
resources that communities 
recognise, remember and 
use through established 
traditions and indigenous 
knowledge.

The traditional use of 
muluthe is part of this 
cultural heritage and should 
be understood as local 

knowledge rather than 
a scientifically verified 
veterinary treatment. 

Should you have any 
concerns regarding 
the health of your 
livestock, including 
suspected worm 
infections, we advise 
you to consult a 
qualified animal-health 
professional.

Muluthe:Traditional Salt and Pastoral Knowledge



Korolle: 
A Sacred Connection Between the 
Rendille and Their Camels

The cultural significance of the wider 
Chalbi region extends beyond the 
Gabra homeland to neighbouring 
communities, including the Rendille. 
The Rendille’s lives and traditions 
are also closely connected to the 
drylands of Northern Kenya.
Among the Rendille, Korolle is 
remembered as a sacred site 
associated with camels from 
different settlements. The gathering 
of camels at this location reflects the 
importance of livestock in Rendille 
society and the deeper cultural 
relationships between people, 
animals and the landscapes they 
inhabit.

Camels play a pivotal role in 
supporting livelihoods in arid regions, 
where they are essential for milk 
production, mobility and family 
sustenance. It is important to note 
that their significance extends 
beyond their economic value, into 
such areas as cultural identity, 

social relationships and traditional 
knowledge.

Korolle offers a reminder that 
certain places hold meanings that 
cannot be understood through 
geography alone. Sacred sites, 
traditional gathering places, and 
livestock routes form part of a 
cultural landscape shaped by 
memory, customary practices, and 
relationships between communities.
The traditions associated with 
Muluthe and Korolle demonstrate 
the Chalbi region’s commitment to 
preserving its pastoral knowledge, 
animal care, cultural identity, and 
sacred connections to the land.
Visitors to Kalacha will find that 
these traditions offer a deeper 
understanding of Northern Kenya 
as a place where landscapes are 
valued not only for their physical 
beauty but also for the histories, 
knowledge and cultural meanings 
they hold.



Kalacha Oasis: 
An Island of 
Life

In stark contrast to the surrounding 
landscape, which is characterised by 
its aridity, Kalacha is a verdant oasis 
where water, vegetation and human 
settlement create a striking contrast 
with the desert environment.

The oasis plays a pivotal role in 
defining Kalacha’s unique identity. Its 
presence supports local vegetation 
and provides a distinctive setting for 
community life in an otherwise arid 
region. The presence of green palms 
and cultivated patches against the 
open, rugged landscape serves as a 
reminder of the vital role that water 
plays in sustaining life in Northern 
Kenya.

The oasis also serves to 
illustrate a broader narrative of 
adaptation and resilience. In arid 
environments, water sources are 
more than physical resources; 
they shape settlement patterns, 
livelihoods, social relationships, 
and local knowledge. Communities 
develop ways of living around 
these precious resources, passing 
knowledge and practices from one 
generation to the next.
 
For visitors, Kalacha’s oasis 
provides an opportunity to pause, 
appreciate the landscape, meet 
local people, and reflect on the 
remarkable relationship between 
water, land, and life.



The Gabra People: 

Kalacha is located in the heartland 
of the Gabra people, a pastoralist 
community whose cultural identity 
and way of life are deeply connected 
to the drylands of Northern Kenya 
and the wider Horn of Africa.

The Gabra culture is characterised 
by a long history of adapting to an 
environment where mobility, livestock, 
water and pasture are all crucial 
to community well-being. Camels, 
goats, sheep and other livestock are 
important to pastoral livelihoods, 
while indigenous knowledge is crucial 
for decisions regarding seasonal 
movements, weather, grazing 
resources and water availability.

The Gabra cultural world is also 
expressed through language, oral 
traditions, ceremonies, music, poetry, 
material culture, and systems of 
community relationships. These 
traditions are a repository of 

knowledge about the environment, 
social responsibilities, identity, and 
the values that sustain collective life.

A visit to Kalacha provides an 
opportunity to appreciate this 
living heritage through respectful 
engagement with community 
members, traditional foods, cultural 
expressions, and local stories. The 
experience is not merely about 
observing a culture; it is about 
acknowledging the knowledge, 
creativity and resilience of the people 
who have shaped and sustained life 
in this landscape.

Visitors are encouraged to take 
the time to listen to elders, learn 
from local knowledge holders, and 
understand the meaning behind 
cultural practices. These interactions 
present valuable opportunities for 
cultural exchange and fostering a 
deeper understanding of Northern 
Kenya’s rich diversity.

Culture Rooted in the Landscape



Kalacha Cultural Centre: 

At the centre of Kalacha is the 
Kalacha Cultural Centre by Kivulini 
Trust, a site associated with cultural 
celebration, community interaction, 
and the appreciation of the region’s 
heritage.

The centre provides the setting for 
the Kalacha Festival, which brings 
together people from different 
communities to celebrate cultural 
diversity through music, dance, food, 
poetry, storytelling, handicrafts, and 
other cultural expressions.

The festival also provides an 
opportunity for reflection on issues 
affecting communities, including 
cultural preservation, pastoral 

livelihoods, land, natural resource 
management, environmental 
change, and peaceful coexistence. 
Cultural celebration is an effective 
tool for strengthening relationships 
and facilitating the exchange of 
experiences across community 
boundaries.

The centre is an ideal starting point 
for visitors wishing to learn about 
Kalacha and its surroundings. From 
this vantage point, the region’s 
broader expanse becomes apparent, 
encompassing the oasis, the volcanic 
plains, the Chalbi Desert, and the 
communities whose expertise and 
customs contribute to the region’s 
unique character.

A Location for Heritage and Learning



Welcome to Kalacha
Kalacha invites you to experience a 
landscape where the desert meets the 
oasis, where volcanic plains stretch 
towards distant horizons, and where 
the heritage of the Gabra people 
remains inseparable from the land.

Here, the Chalbi Desert tells stories 
of ancient lakes and natural salt. The 
oasis reveals the importance of water 
and life. The traditions surrounding 
muluthe and the sacred site of 
Korolle speak of pastoral knowledge, 
livestock, and cultural connections 
that extend across communities.

It is a place to discover the 
extraordinary beauty of Northern 

Kenya, learn from the resilience 
and knowledge of its people, 
and appreciate the cultural 
relationships that make these 
landscapes meaningful.
Come for the scenery. Stay for 
the culture. Leave with a deeper 
appreciation of the people, 
landscapes, and stories of 
Northern Kenya.

Welcome to Kalacha — where land, 
culture, and life meet in the heart 
of the Chalbi Desert.





Whether you are a cultural traveller, 
photographer, filmmaker, researcher, 
nature enthusiast, or curious explorer, 
Kalacha offers an unparalleled 
opportunity to discover a different 
side of Kenya.

www.kivulinitrust.or.ke

http://www.kivulinitrust.or.ke

